
Dear Catholic Monarch Family,

 

This semester has been like none other.  What started out as a normal Spring Semester complete 

with the Virginia CCM Summit and an Encounter with Christ Retreat, ended with everyone 

home and completing classes virtually. 

 

We  converted many of our events to virtual ones, continuing our Small Groups, Soul Food, and even having Virtual

CCM House hours.  Through all of these changes and adaptations, we have seen  our Catholic Monarchs grow in their

faith and in their understanding for the need of a strong community.  The new virtual platforms have encouraged the

students to take on the summer in a new way.  The student leaders will be hosting social and spiritual events

throughout the summer, including continuing the Virtual CCM House.

 

While these changes were unexpected, the Holy Spirit has guided our community to new endeavors.  We could not do

this without the prayers and gifts from our Catholic Monarch Family.  Thank you!  We would love for you to continue

to walk with us through these ever-changing times as we serve the campus of Old Dominion University, both in

Norfolk and beyond. 

 

 May God bless you always!

Earlier this year, I attended the Virginia CCM Summit in Richmond.  I had never been to anything like

Summit before.  I was surprised by how much I learned and grew in my faith in just two days.  Seeing

so many people my age throughout the Diocese of Richmond that shared the same faith as me was so

special.  Once I returned to campus, I decided that it was time for me to continue my journey with God

and get confirmed.  I moved many times growing up and never had the opportunity to finish my

classes and actually receive the Sacrament.  It was important for me to make time while at ODU for my

Confirmation classes and God.  I completed half of my classes in person and the others online, due to

the COVID-19 pandemic.  Through the experience, I   have learned so much and feel like I have gotten

closer to God.  In times like these, it is important for us all to remember that we are not alone, we always

have God by our side.  This fact was really reinforced for me during my Confirmation classes.  While I

have to wait to get confirmed, I look forward to the day when I finally receive the sacrament with the

ODU Catholic Campus Ministry community.

 

-Ariana Montemayor, Class of 2022 (pictured left)
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When I first heard about ODU closing and switching to strictly online classes due to the Coronavirus,  

I had all sorts of emotions running through my head.  Worry for what lied ahead in my classes and

life in general.  Anger for this to be happening; why couldn’t life be normal?  Sadness of not being

able to go back to ODU and getting to be a part of the CCM community; getting to go to Daily Mass,

going to Eucharistic Adoration, hanging out in the CCM House playing Wii Sports Resort and Mario

Kart, and enjoying good times with friends.  I was going from a life of living in a dorm to having my

brother, mom, and dad as my suitemates and the sound of cows mooing across the street replacing

the sounds of sirens and train horns.

 

Luckily, technology has made it possible for CCM to continue making an impact in my life and the

lives of college students.  It has been a real blessing to be able to continue to participate in CCM

events such as Daily Readings, biweekly Rosaries, virtual game and movie nights, Soul Food talks

and discussions,  Richmond Diocese Summit Online, and just hanging out in the virtual “CCM House”

all while I am at home.  It has been great to be able to stay connected with the friends I have made at

CCM through these activities and it has helped me to stay strong in my faith.  This has been a hard,

confusing, sad, and stressful time for all of us, so it is nice to know that even if we maybe miles apart,

we, as an ODU CCM community, can continue to thrive and strengthen in our faith while making

friendships that will hopefully last until the end of time. 

 

-Nick Riedel, Class of 2020 (pictured right)

Not So Far Apart
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$50 - Provides for a week of liturgical supplies for both Sunday & Daily Masses.

$100 - Provides dinner and speaker stipend for one of our weekly Soul Food events.

$250 - Provides for needed updates to resources and supplies in the the CCM House.

$500 - Enables our students to attend life-changing retreats, events, & programs.

Donate for Specific Programs

Update your contact information with us by going to

catholicmonarchs.org/alumni

Stay Connected

Help provide our ministry stability by establishing a

monthly online gift at 

catholicmonarchs.org/give

Donate Monthly
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