
Dear Catholic Monarch Family,

We made it through the year!  Honestly, it is quite surprising that we did.  For the second semester, students were both

on campus and at home with classes both in person and online.  CCM has followed regulations set forth by both the

Diocese of Richmond and Old Dominion University.

Through all of this though, God has been fully present among the ministry.  Over the long winter break, students were

paired up together as Prayer Partners. During these seven weeks, the partners read Scripture together, prayed

together, and supported each other.  When campus reopened, we were blessed to be able to join together for Masses,

Eucharistic Adoration, and Rosary, while holding other events online.  The community has grown stronger in faith

and in friendship this semester and it has been so amazing to see.

We are so appreciative for your prayers and gifts to support our ministry.  We could not do what we do without you. 

 May God bless you always!

Throughout my high school career, I was always involved in every single activity that was available with my youth

group.  Whether it was as simple as a bible study or a mission trip, I was on board.  Once I got to college, I wanted

to continue my involvement and a great way I was able to do that this semester was by attending SEEK21.  In the

past, SEEK was an in person event but it was modified to be a virtual event this year.  Even though it was a virtual

event, I still felt involved and connected with everyone.  It's always amazing to be able to hear different talks about

topics that do not always get discussed.  My favorite talk was from Chika Anyanwu and it was about how she met Jesus in prayer. 

 My favorite quote from her talk that has stuck with me is, “God doesn't need us, yet he desires us.”  Reflecting on this quote reminds

me that I was chosen and that I am meant to be where I am because this is His plan.  I'm simply living it. 

CCM has given me a place to go to feel like I belong and has given me a place where I can be my authentic self without judgment.  This

semester was less than easy for me, many health challenges and issues with online schooling really kept me on my toes, but always

having CCM as a place to go to made it more doable.  The opportunity to be able to pray the Rosary and to go to Eucharistic Adoration

on Tuesdays, helped me keep myself accountable in my prayer life.  I really enjoyed being able to participate in ladies' nights, movie

nights, and game nights with CCM.  I was worried that with Covid I would become isolated in college because I would not be able to

meet people due to the precautions in place but that was not the case.  I have been able to build relationships and connections to help

my success throughout college. 

-Madeline Newhouse, Class of 2024
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How YOU Can Help

There’s nothing like a good home-cooked dinner.  It might seem a bit mundane, but it’s a great way to round out a

long day.  And it’s something that I certainly didn’t expect to miss so much when I was a freshman.  Sure, Broderick

Dining Commons is fancy, and Raising Cane’s makes amazing chicken, but it’s only a matter of time before those

places lose their charm.  I had been going to CCM Sunday Masses since I first got to ODU and during the weekly

announcements, I had seen that there was a weekly Soul Food Mass and dinner.  However, I was always a bit too

nervous to actually show up.  After all, even though I had been raised and confirmed Catholic, I felt like I wasn’t “Catholic enough” to

do anything more than go to Sunday Mass.  But the prospect of a home-cooked meal became too hard to ignore. 

So, one Thursday night in February of my freshman year, I showed up to Soul Food Mass.  I didn’t recognize anybody.  But at the end

of Mass, a couple of people came and introduced themselves and invited me back to the CCM House for dinner and a talk.  I don’t

remember much of the delicious meal or the talk beyond that it was about ministry to migrant workers on the Eastern Shore, but I

left that night with a full stomach and a lot more confidence.  When the next Thursday rolled around, I showed back up. 

As I found out, CCM wasn’t just for those who went to Catholic schools or religiously attended youth groups; in fact, there were people

at those Soul Food Masses who hadn’t even been confirmed yet and were going through RCIA.  My fear of being ridiculed for not

knowing how to pray the Rosary went out the window and I found myself coming to more and more events.  I never thought I’d play

against a priest in Mario Kart, but there I was.

And somewhere in the midst of all those fun times, I looked back and realized that my faith had grown tremendously.  Sunday

Masses were a good way to keep me anchored in my faith as my world rapidly expanded at ODU and the other events helped me to

dive deeper into my faith.  I found myself being a lector at Mass, something I had never considered before.  There were even times at

retreats and during Holy Week where I had faith experiences which moved me to tears.  And even though my involvement with CCM

has changed with other responsibilities, my faith has stayed strong.  It may have been hunger for something other than dining hall

food that brought me to that Soul Food Mass, but I left with much more than just my appetite satisfied.

-Zach Popp, Class of 2021

A Satisfying Four Years

Catholic Monarchs at the Easter

Vigil at Blessed Sacrament

Catholic Church.

 

William professed the Catholic

Faith, was confirmed, and

received the Eucharist for the

first time.

 

Ariana was confirmed!
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Staff

$50 - Provides for a week of liturgical supplies for both Sunday & Daily Masses.

$100 - Provides dinner and speaker stipend for one of our weekly Soul Food events.

$250 - Provides for needed updates to resources and supplies in the the CCM House.

$500 - Enables our students to attend life-changing retreats, events, & programs.

Donate for Specific Programs

Update your contact information with us by going to

catholicmonarchs.org/alumni

Stay Connected

Help provide our ministry stability by establishing a

monthly online gift at 

catholicmonarchs.org/give

Donate Monthly

Director
Marissa O'Neil

Members of the Class of 2021 celebrated their accomplishments at our Senior Celebration.


