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Dear Catholic Monarch Family, 

 

October 3-28, 2018  was the meaningful gathering of Bishops around the world for  Synod 2018 on Young People, the 

Faith, and Vocational Discernment.   Synod literally means journeying or walking together with a common vision. 

 Discernment,  listening, accompaniment, and family life were key elements of the discussion of the Synod and how to 

unfold this in the life of  young people in our Church.  During his homily at the Opening Mass, Pope Francis said, “The 

Synod we are living is a moment of sharing.  I wish, therefore, at the beginning of the Synod Assembly, to invite 

everyone to speak with courage and frankness (parrhesia), namely to integrate freedom, truth and charity. Only 

dialogue can help us grow."   Our Holy Father  invites us all to walk with the young, having a heart ready to humbly 

listen to their joys, sadness, hopes and dreams.  It is only by this manner that we can truly accompany them in love 

and friendship. 

 

We have so many blessings at Catholic Campus Ministry at Old Dominion University.  Seeing our community grow 

with students who are filled with  joy and are eager to witness to their faith is a great sign that the Holy Spirit gives  to 

inspire us on the journey.  We also are blessed by the generosity of people who are instruments of God to our 

community.  We feel God’s love because of their goodness.  This is the face of God manifested in real life and 

graciousness.  Realizing this, we strive to make  Catholic Campus Ministry a locus and home for our students by 

making the love of our Lord Jesus Christ discovered and shared among us. 

 

Thank you for walking with us on this sacred pilgrimage with our  students.  We could not do it without you!  May the 

God of peace and joy bless you and your families! 

The 2018-2019 Student Leadership Team. Catholic Monarchs  at our  2018 Beach Retreat.
Enjoying some dinner at Beach Retreat.

Catholic Monarchs at the Easter Vigil at 

Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church.

Small Group Competition at 

Beach Retreat. 

Due to Hurricane Florence, we 

were unable to go to the Beach 

but we had a great time at our 

rescheduled retreat.

Catholic Campus Ministry at Old Dominion University is a Christ-centered community that seeks to be a true witness to the Catholic Faith.  Through the 
sacraments, religious formation, prayer, and camaraderie, we strive to live out Christ’s calling for ourselves both now and in the future.
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How YOU Can Help

Catholic Campus Ministry 
Staff

$25 - Pays for Bulletins Each Week at Mass 

$50 - Pays for Soul Food Dinner Each Week 

$75 - Sends a Student to our  Alternative Spring Break Trip 

$150 - Provides Food and Supplies for the CCM House Each Month 

$300 - Pays for a new Propane Gas Grill 

$400 - Sends our Students to Diocesan Events throughout the Year 

Donate for Specific Programs

Coming to Old Dominion University I was nervous that I would not enjoy it that much.  I had opportunities to go to other universities, but something 

pulled me to come here.  So far, I absolutely love it.  Everything seems to be falling into place. 

 

One thing that has really made me see that ODU was the place for me was Catholic Campus Ministry.  I came here knowing I wanted to be a part of 

CCM so I can grow in my faith.  Throughout high school I was really involved in my faith, but I knew that I could do more with it.  When I met all the 

wonderful people here I felt the sense of welcoming and acceptance.  I was so excited to expand in it and this ministry did not fail to meet my 

expectations.  It is more than I ever imagined. 

 

It is really cool to be surrounded by all these new people who all share the same faith.  I love going to Soul Food every Thursday.  It is a fun filled 

evening that starts with Mass, followed by a dinner and a talk on a variety of topics.  Going to this is a fun way of taking a break from academics and 

focusing on my faith with all my new friends.  Catholic Campus Ministry at Old Dominion University brings me so much happiness and I am so 

grateful to be a part of it!  I am looking forward to what all is in store for me at ODU, especially with CCM. 

 

-Savannah Coons, Class of 2022 

A Place of Happiness

Brooke Puharic  giving a talk on Reconciliation at 

the Diocese's annual College Women's Retreat.

Lucas Raymond (left) and Savannah Coons (right) table in the Webb 

Center to collect spare change to help those in need do their laundry.

Catholic Monarchs at the Diocese's annual 

College Women's Retreat.

Update your contact information with us by going to

tinyurl.com/ccmcontacts 

Stay Connected

I’ve been Catholic my entire life and I knew going into college that I needed to join CCM in order to keep up with my faith.  Before I even got to 

campus, I did some research about CCM and made sure I knew when and where Mass was held.  During the first week of classes, I joined the choir 

and a bit later in the semester, I was trained as a Student Ambassador for Catholic Relief Services through CCM. 

 

Becoming an active member of CCM was a great decision.  From the start, everyone was so welcoming and wanted to make sure that my transition 

into college was smooth and enjoyable.  There are so many opportunities each week to both strengthen my faith and to get to know other Catholic 

students.  The highlights of my first semester are definitely Beach Retreat and the Quarter Drive for Laundry Care Packages to give to our homeless 

brothers and sisters.  Being a part of CCM has helped me not just to stay on top of my faith, but to strengthen my relationship with God in this 

transitional period of my life. 

 

-Lucas Raymond, Class of 2022 

A Welcoming Community 

Catholic Monarchs sing Christmas Carols to the 

residents of Consulate Health Care of Norfolk.

Help provide our ministry stability by establishing a

monthly online gift at  

odu.cdrccm.org/donate 

Donate Monthly

What students are saying

Fr. George and Emily Hsu at the CCM Table at 

one of the Previews this summer.

Ethan Knoble (left) and Thienan Nguyen (right) 

play a game of Jenga during our Welcome Week.

Chaplain
Fr. George Prado 

Director
Marissa O'Neil


