
Dear Catholic Monarch Family,

 

It has been a wonderful semester for Catholic Campus Ministry at ODU!  In May we said "see you later" to our largest

senior class in recent history but in August we welcomed a great new group of freshmen and transfer students.  We

also said goodbye to Fr. George Prado as he was reassigned to parish life in Newport News and we welcomed Fr.

Francis Boateng to our ministry.  Among all of these ebbs and flows, the Lord has blessed us!

 

We have seen the Holy Spirit alive on campus through the joy that the students bring.  Together, we have received the

Blessed Sacrament in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, prayed both on campus and at various retreats, laughed, cried,

ate, and supported one another.  Each one of us are in a different place in our faith journeys but we are all walking in

the same direction with Christ as our guide.

 

We cannot do this without the support of our Catholic Monarch Family both near and far!  We are grateful for your

gifts and your prayers.  We would love for you to continue to walk with us in our mission to serve the campus of Old

Dominion University! 

 

 May God bless you always!

For the first couple weeks of my freshman year, the adjustment was rough.  I missed my friends from

high school and I was longing for community.  My Catholic faith was something really important to

me and I wanted to continue to grow in my faith after high school.  So I went to Catholic Campus

Ministry’s Soul Food Mass and Dinner!  This was a lot of fun and I thoroughly enjoyed it.  I continued

to get more involved as I went to Daily Mass when possible and by attending CCM's Beach Retreat in

September.  Beach Retreat was exactly what I needed so that I could get away for a bit, reflect on how

the beginning of my semester had been going, and grow closer to God.  I left Beach Retreat having

meet so many new people and friends, feeling energized in my faith, and ready to continue my first

semester close to God.  Thanks to the CCM, I have found a community of other people who share the

same beliefs.  I have met so many amazing people and I am able to actively practice my faith here on

campus.  The Holy Spirit is alive in this ministry and I am so happy to be apart of it.

 

-Reina Remias, Class of 2023 (pictured left)
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A few months ago, I couldn't decide between two schools to transfer to after I completed the required

three years  at Franciscan University in their 3+2 Dual Enrollment Engineering Program.  One school

would allow me to maintain my tight-knit group of friends and the other would fulfill my long-

awaited dream to travel.  Around this time, my mother called to share various concerns and the

obvious answer hit me: Old Dominion University.  I turned down both schools and applied to ODU,

where I could be of best use to my family and still complete my engineering degree.

 

Forgetting my perceived needs led to an unexpected, but wonderful experience with Catholic

Campus Ministry at Old Dominion University.  Beach Retreat was the perfect opportunity to meet

people and have some serious contemplative prayer.  The Halloween Party was a fantastic excuse to

share laughter, good company, and send notes of well-wishes and prayers to the Diocese of

Richmond Seminarians.  Most importantly, I’m incredibly grateful to CCM for the chance to attend

Daily Mass and to give glory to God as often as possible.

 

With all honesty, I was worried about a decline of my personal faith after leaving Franciscan

University, but the devoted efforts of the individual members of CCM is more spiritually inspiring

than an army of friars in many ways. 

 

-Ryan Baxley, Class of 2021 (pictured right)

More than Expected

Catholic Campus Ministry
Staff

$50 - Provides for a week of liturgical supplies for both Sunday & Daily Masses.

$100 - Provides dinner and speaker stipend for one of our weekly Soul Food events.

$250 - Provides for needed updates to resources and supplies in the the CCM House.

$500 - Enables our students to attend life-changing retreats, events, & programs.

Donate for Specific Programs

Update your contact information with us by going to

catholicmonarchs.org/alumni

Stay Connected

Help provide our ministry stability by establishing a

monthly online gift at 

catholicmonarchs.org/give

Donate Monthly

Chaplain
Fr. francis boateng

Director
Marissa O'Neil

How YOU Can Help

Catholic Monarchs at our annual Beach Retreat in  the Sandbridge area of Virginia Beach

"take me deeper than me feet could ever wander"


